VICTOR READER SOFt Bookshare Edition
Hi, my name is Kristina Cohen XE "Christina Cowan"  and I'm an education program manager with Bookshare XE "Bookshare" .  Today I'm going to share with you how to read Bookshare books using our free reader software for members called Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft"   from Humanware XE "Humanware" .  What are some of the key features of Victor Reader Soft?  Essentially Victor Reader Soft was designed to be used for individuals with visual impairments.  But many of our members with physical disabilities and/or learning disabilities also use Victor Reader Soft.
Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft"  is very easy to navigate using the keyboard or the mouse.  It is PC and screen reader compatible.  There are also many text to speech voice options with Victor Reader Soft.  You can change the font size and color using Victor Reader Soft.  You can insert bookmarks, text notes and do some highlighting.  These are some of the key features.
Let's go to the Bookshare XE "Bookshare"  website. You find Victor Reader Soft in the Getting Started section. In the Bookshare menus at the top of the page, move to the right. The third category is Getting Started.  As you move down the options on the drop down menu, you'll find Reading Tools.
Select reading tools.  This is where you will find Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft" .  As you move down the page, find the heading Microsoft Windows XE "Microsoft Windows"  The link to install Victor Reader Soft is under this heading.  It's a very simple process.  Depending on your operating system, you will be prompted through different steps in the installation process.
But again, it's very easy.  Once you have installed the software onto your computer, you will notice, a Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft"  icon on your desktop.  The other thing I want to point out is if you do not have access to high quality voices, we offer two free high quality Acapela XE "Acapela"  text to speech voices.  There is a female and a male voice.  I encourage you to also download these if you don't have high quality voices.  .
Once you've installed Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft"  and you obviously have your membership, then you're ready to start reading.  I was browsing the books earlier and I noticed a really excellent book called Three Cups XE "Cups"  of Tea XE "Tea" .  This is about a climber turned social activist who is spreading peace through education in Pakistan XE "Pakistan" .
It's a really excellent book.  Let’s search for it.  Here are two results - one is a young reader's edition so I'm going to select that.  If you're using Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft" , you’ll want to download the Daisy XE "Daisy"  file.  This format will allow you to navigate through the book by the page numbers and chapters, etcetera.  I select the book.
The next screen has some book information, a brief synopsis, a longer synopsis, and other book details.  Under the title I'm going to select Daisy XE "Daisy" .  And now I'm prompted to select one of my members, in this case, my sixth grader.  Move down the page, find the download book option, and select it.  You’ll see the confirm book download page.
I’ve selected the book, for my student one and the Daisy XE "Daisy"  format.  This is the final step where the download password is indicated.  When you go to download your first book, you will be prompted to enter a download password.  I highly encourage you to enter a password different from your login password.
Then you can share your download password with your students to help them unzip books on their own.  It gives you some flexibility, so I encourage you to create a download password that's different from your login password.  Here is my download password and here I can unzip the book file.
Next, you unzip the book and save the file.  It looks like it saved.  Great.  You’re ready to read.  Let’s go to Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft" .  
When you open Victor Reader Soft you will begin to hear the text to speech voice.  That is one of the Acapela XE "Acapela"  voices and her name is Heather XE "Heather" .  I hope you can hear it.  Here is my open book dialog box.  You’ll notice that the book is saved in my C drive under my Downloads folder.
You'll have to notice where your books get saved. Depending on the operating system, books are saved on the C drive and in your Downloads folder.  Now I'm going to scroll down and select Three Cups XE "Cups"  of Tea XE "Tea"  and select Open Book.  I'm prompted to enter my download password and the book opens.  On the left side is the table of contents and on the right side is the content of the book.  
You can manipulate the size of the screen and the size of the list of contents.  Under Settings, you can manipulate the style of font.  Select display from the menu and select font. In this case, I have inverse video.  You can also select standard video or large red.  I'll demonstrate large red.  
You’ll see a white background with large red font.  Okay, now I’m going to go back to inverse video.  Next, select Audio from the Settings menu, to change text to speech settings.  In this case I have one of the Acapela XE "Acapela"  voices, Heather XE "Heather" .  
You'll notice some other voice options.  In this case, I'm going to continue with Heather XE "Heather" .  Let’s move back up to the top of the page and here you are going to see a variety of tools and options.  This first option, speed, this is where you can adjust the speed of speech.
And then moving to the left again, volume, you can adjust the volume.  And here are the options for fast forward, rewind, or play.  Remember there are also functions that you can use on the keyboard to navigate through Victor Reader Soft.  You can find this information in the Victor Reader Soft user manual found in the Reading Tools section.  Okay, now let’s start the reading. 
Great.  The voice is quite clear.  The words are being highlighted. And the highlighting is synchronized with the speech.  On your end there may be a slight delay because we are streaming this over the internet.  The next tool to the left is Find a Word.  And just for this example, I'll search for Pakistan.  The software jumped right to that first place where Pakistan XE "Pakistan"  is written.
And as you move to the left, you can also then adjust the font size.  I will show you what 36 looks like.  Great, it enlarged and as you notice the table of contents also enlarged.  I think I'll go back to a smaller size.  You can also jump to a page.  I'll enter page 50.  It jumped to 50.
Next let’s look at annotations.  Imagine that I'm reading this book and need to prepare a report. I need to remember where I stopped reading.  I'm going to highlight page 50 then find Annotations in the menu bar and select Bookmark.  This will insert a bookmark at page 50.  .
Imagine there is a word that I'm not familiar with. Highlight the word to refer to it at a later time and look it up.  For example, rockslides.  Highlight the word, go to Annotations, and insert a Highlight.
Excellent.  Now I also want to add a text note.   As you are reading, insert a text note to remember some specific information about this part of the book.  
Highlight the area, and go back up to Annotations, select Text Note, and insert a text note.  Now, you know how to bookmark a page, highlight a word, and insert a text note.
If you need to review your annotations select Annotations at the upper left corner of your screen. You'll notice the bookmark, the highlight and the text note.  You can go back to any annotation, text note, or bookmark.  
When you close the book, your annotations are saved with your book in My Downloads.  
As a final reminder, again, these are the key features of the Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft" .
You can adjust font size and style.  There are many text to speech options.  You can start-stop the speech, go to specific page number, find a word, bookmark, text note, and highlight a word, all with keyboard shortcuts. And as always, if you have additional questions, please feel free to contact us by going to our home page and going to the far right corner where you'll find contact us.

I encourage you to take our additional online learning guides.  These are found in the help section on our website.  When you go to the help section, you'll move down the drop down menu and find training.   These online learning guides cover the following information, What is Bookshare? Who is eligible for our services?  How to sign up a school and how to add members and sponsors? How to search and download books? How to read with Read:OutLoud XE "Loud" , which is the additional, reader software that is free for members as well, and How to find additional resources on our website?
I encourage you to try out Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft" .  Again, it's a very simple and easy to use tool.  Help your students start reading. I appreciate your time.  Thanks.
