READ OUT LOUD BOOKSHARE Edition
Hi, my name is Kristina Cohen XE "Christina Cowan"  and I'm an education program manager here at Bookshare XE "Bookshare:See Also:Loud Bookshare" 

 XE "Bookshare" .  Today I'm going to share with you how to read Bookshare books using Read:OutLoud XE "Loud"  Bookshare XE "Loud Bookshare:See Also:Bookshare" 

 XE "Loud Bookshare"  edition. This is a Don Johnston XE "Don Johnston"  product, and this is a free reader software for Bookshare members.  So what are some of the key features of Read:OutLoud?  Essentially, Read:OutLoud was designed for students with the learning disabilities.
It's PC and Mac compatible and there are a variety of text to speech voice options.  There are different e-book style options or, background color and font size and color.  There are also study tools, including outlining, text notes, and a bibliographer function.  And there are some research tools, including a dictionary lookup and the option to browse the web.
There is also a great tool for teachers.  It's called Teacher Central XE "Teacher Central" .  First I want to point out a couple of things and then I'm going to demonstrate reading a book using Read:OutLoud XE "Loud" .  Let’s go to the desktop.  The first thing I want to share with you is where you can find the Read:OutLoud tool on Bookshare XE "Bookshare:See Also:Loud Bookshare" 

 XE "Bookshare" .  When you go to the Bookshare home page and you go to the top of the page as you scroll over the top tabs, the third option is Getting Started.
Go to Getting Started and as you move down the drop down menu, you'll find Reading Tools.  Once you've selected Reading Tools, you can scroll down the page and you'll find the Read:OutLoud XE "Loud"  Bookshare XE "Loud Bookshare:See Also:Bookshare" 

 XE "Loud Bookshare"  edition, by Don Johnston XE "Don Johnston"  for the PC and also for the Mac.  This is where you can install the software.  Depending on the operating system you're working on, you will be prompted through a variety of steps.  It's a very easy installation process and I do encourage you to give it a try.
I also want to point out that if you do not have access to high quality voices, we offer two free high quality voices for members.  They're called Acapela XE "Acapela"  Text XE "Acapela Text"  to Speech XE "Speech"  Voices.  And you'll also find these in the Reading Tools section.
I encourage you to try these out.  They are of great quality and I think you'll be very pleased.  Once you've installed the reader software, you're ready to start reading.  Now with the installation of Read:Out Loud XE "Loud" , you will find that a Read:OutLoud icon will land onto your desktop.  The way to open or unzip and read books using Read:OutLoud Bookshare XE "Loud Bookshare:See Also:Bookshare" 

 XE "Loud Bookshare"  edition, is to go straight to the Read:OutLoud application and open your book from there.
I'm going to select Read:Out Loud XE "Loud"  Bookshare XE "Loud Bookshare:See Also:Bookshare" 

 XE "Loud Bookshare"  edition from my desktop.  So now you'll want to login.  As you notice, the web browser is right in the application.   I just logged in and you'll notice my organizational task bar.  
I'm going to demonstrate one of our K-12 textbooks.  This is sourced from the National Instructional Materials Access Center XE "National Instructional Materials Access Center" .  The book is called Reading Street Grade XE "Street Grade"  4.  So here I found the book and I want to select the Daisy XE "Daisy"  file with images.  Currently all of our K-12 NIMAC Sourced textbooks include images and descriptions of the images.
I'll show you what that looks like.  First I need to select Daisy XE "Daisy"  with images.  Then I'm prompted to select my student.  Here is my student roster.  And I'm going to select my fourth grader here.  I selected my student and as I move down the page, I find the download book options, select that.  Excellent, and then the confirm book download page comes up, there's the book, Reading Street Grade XE "Street Grade"  4, confirming for my student three in the Daisy format.
Yep, that is exactly what I want.  All right, so the download is occurring right now.  It might take just a second.  Some of the textbooks with images are, a bit larger so it might take a few more seconds to, download.  Okay, so there's the zip file.  I select unzip.  And I'll be prompted to insert my download password.
And as mentioned in some the other learning guides, it will be important for you to set up a download password.  You have a password for logging into Bookshare XE "Bookshare:See Also:Loud Bookshare" 

 XE "Bookshare"  and you also have a second password for unzipping books.  This is a password that you can share with your students for unzipping books.  It gives you some flexibility.  And I encourage you to establish a download password that's different from your login password.
All right, so the book loaded.  Let me show you some quick and simple tools.
If you want to adjust the color of the font and the background color, all you need to do is go up to e-book style and there's a drop down menu.  This is located to the right of the main content page.  Let’s try large yellow text on black.  And it will take just a moment to flip over to that.  Great, so that's what that looks like.  Again, you're seeing large yellow text on black background.
There’s a lot of research out there that students with dyslexia benefit from having a different color background and font color.  These e-book style options are all research based.  Excellent.  Another option you have is when you go up to Speech, you can adjust your voice settings.
Go up to the top of the page, select Speech and go down to Voice Settings.  This is where you can select your text to speech voice.  Currently I have Ryan XE "Ryan"  selected.  This is one of our Acapela XE "Acapela"  voices.  You can also adjust the rate, pitch, and volume of the speech.  I'm going to keep those at about 50%.
All right, let’s try skipping to a specific page.  The way you do that is by going to the top of the main content page and, you’ll notice a section where you can insert a page number.  So I'm going to hop to page 298.  Great, it brought me right to page 298.
All right, let’s start the speech.  And the way to do that is to go up to the top tool bar and you'll find a speak option.  Select that and it will start reading.  
To stop the speech I went back up to the speak icon and selected it again.  I also hope you noticed that the screen reader went to the image, read the description, and then continued onto page 299.  All right, so that's a good example of what the text to speech sounds and looks like.  You may see a delay on your end, but on my end the voice quality is extremely good and the synchronization of the highlighting of word is right on.
Now let me show you some of the outlining features.  For instance your student is working on a report and they need to remember this first section of the story.  They can highlight this first part and select the green highlighter on the top of the page and you’ll notice that part of the story appears to the right as the primary topic in the outline XE "Russia" .  You’ll notice there are quote marks around the information indicating that this is copyrighted material or a direct quote.
That’s important.  Here is the first part of my outline.  Now, I have a secondary topic and I want to remember this part of the story.  So that's going to be the second part of my outline.  I can then go and select the yellow highlighter as my secondary topic.  And that went right under the first part of my outline.
I can also include a text note.  The way to do that is to go up to the toolbar and go to the far right.  The last option there is called New Note.  You can go ahead and select that.  And that's going to insert a text note.  
So it's reading the second part of my outline, which is where I'm going to attach my text note.  As you may notice, as I was typing the information, the screen reader is reading it back to me and highlighting the words.  A really spectacular tool!   I'm going to save that, and as you notice the text note was inserted next to the secondary topic in my outline.
Now if you scroll over the information, on your outline, you will see that the information expands, you can read it.  You can also save the outline for when you open the book again and you can also print the outline.  I have a few more tools I’d like to show you.   When you go up to the top of the page select Tools.
And if you go down to dictionary, you will be able to lookup a word using Google XE "Google"  Dictionary XE "Google Dictionary" .  Select a word first. Let's select mangroves and then go up to tools, select dictionary.  You will notice Google Dictionary popped up with a definition of mangrove.  And then you can actually read the definition.  Highlight the first word, select speak and hear the definition.
Excellent, as I demonstrated, you can select a word in your book and then go to Tools, select Dictionary, and there will be an automatic Google XE "Google"  lookup.  Another great tool is the Bibliographer.  Go back up to Tools, select Bibliographer.  And if you have a student that is working on a report, they can get information on how to quote information if you're working from an article or artwork, a book, electronic, interviews, letters, presentations, reference, or other.
One other useful tool is you can just go ahead and search the web.    So I want to learn a little bit more about Baja, California.  All right, so here's a web search, great images.  Let’s go down to Wikipedia XE "Wikipedia" .
And it will pull up the Wikipedia XE "Wikipedia"  page and again, all this great information about Baja, California.  And what's really fun about this is then you can use the screen reader and it will read the information to you.  So I just highlighted the first word and I'm going to go back up and select speak.  
Excellent, really great information.  And the screen reader does quite well with some of these Spanish XE "Latin"  words.  Obviously if you are reading non-English content you will need a native text to speech voice.  You can find some very good foreign language text to speech options on Acapela’s website.  
Those are the basics of Read:OutLoud XE "Loud" .  And as a wrap up, I want to remind you of some of the key features.  Again, you have options to adjust the font size, and font color, and background color.  There are a variety of text to speech options where you can also adjust the rate of speech and volume.
There is a start and stop speech or speak button.  You can go to specific page numbers.  There are a variety of outlining tools where you can have primary topics, secondary topics, and you can also attach text notes to those topics.  There is a great dictionary tool that takes you directly to a Google XE "Google"  Dictionary XE "Google Dictionary"  lookup.  You can browse the web, and the reader will read all the content to you, and then there is a wonderful area for teachers.
It's called Teacher Central XE "Teacher Central" .  As always, if you have additional questions, feel free to contact us. Just go to our home page and the far right option or tab is the Contact Us page where you can contact us about any number of questions or issues.  I also encourage you to look at our additional online learning guides.  These are found in our Help section under Training.  So there you can find out more about What is Bookshare XE "Bookshare:See Also:Loud Bookshare" 

 XE "Bookshare" ?
Who is eligible for Bookshare XE "Bookshare:See Also:Loud Bookshare" 

 XE "Bookshare"  memberships?  How to sign up your school? How to add members and sponsors to your account?  How to search and find books?  How to use Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft" , the other free reader software for members? And how to get additional resources?  So I encourage you to download Read:OutLoud XE "Loud"  on your PC or your MAC, try out those Acapela XE "Acapela"  voices, and have fun.  Thanks for your time.  Enjoy.
