ELIGIBILITY

Hi, I'm Kristina Cohen XE "Christina Cowan"  and I'm an education program manager with Bookshare XE "Bookshare" .  Today I'm going to tell you about who is eligible for Bookshare.  Bookshare's eligibility criteria are based on the Chafee XE "Chafee"  Amendment XE "Chafee Amendment"  to the Copyright Law XE "Copyright Law" .  The Chafee Amendment basically makes it legal for Bookshare, a nonprofit entity, to provide accessible books to individuals with print disabilities.  Because our eligibility criteria are based on copyright law and not on education law, there is often confusion about who is eligible to download books.

This chart describes who is eligible to access Bookshare XE "Bookshare" .  The first category of eligibility or disability is a visual impairment.  A student with a visual impairment such as blindness or low vision most likely will qualify for Bookshare.  The second category is a physical disability.  Any student that has a physical disability that affects their ability to read print such as an inability to hold a book or turn pages will qualify for Bookshare.  The third category of disability is a severe learning disability that affects the student's ability to read standard print. Dyslexia XE "Dyslexia"  is an example of a learning disability that may be severe enough to qualify. How can you determine if a disability is severe enough? It is up to the certifying professional who knows the individual the best and is working with the individual to make the decision.  

So any student with one of these disabilities and a professional certifying that the disability qualifies will be eligible for Bookshare XE "Bookshare" .   Again, if a certified professional states that the student has a severe learning disability that affects the student’s ability to read standard print, that student will qualify.  Examples of certifying professionals are the following:  A family doctor, ophthalmologist, neurologist, psychiatrist, optometrist, physical therapist, or other medical professional.

Additional certifying professionals include:  A teacher of the visually impaired, a special education teacher, learning disability specialist, a school psychologist, a clinical psychologist with a background in learning disabilities, a resource specialist, or other educational professionals.  We also qualify individuals who have certification from the National Library Service XE "National Library Service"  and also those who have proof of memberships through RFB&D.  So those are examples of certifying professionals, in terms of those three categories of disabilities.

If a student has Autism XE "Autism"  or emotional disabilities, or ADHD, or other learning challenges such as English as a second language, those students would not necessarily qualify for Bookshare XE "Bookshare"  unless, the disability was accompanied by a visual or physical disability, or a qualified learning disability that has a physical basis.  The staff at Bookshare doesn’t have the training or expertise to make the determination about whether or not a particular student qualifies. We believe it is up to the professionals working with the individual to make the determination. You are welcome to contact our membership team with questions, but they don’t have expertise to make the decision.

Before I give you that contact information, I also want to point out that we have over 4,000 freely distributable books.  Many of these books are out of copyright; some are current and are published under a creative commons license.  This year, we are adding some open content textbooks that will be available to anyone, regardless of disability. These are available to nonmembers and members. There won't be any qualifications because again, these books are out of copyright and freely distributable.
Books with U.S. copyright or international permissions are available to Chafee-qualified students, non-student members, and to teachers to download for qualified students.    The biggest difference with our K-12 textbooks or NIMAC sourced books is that they can only be downloaded by an educator from a K-12 U.S. public school or some private schools and agencies for a Chafee qualified student with an IEP.

That is the main difference between our regular, U.S. copyright and international copyright books, and our K-12 NIMAC sourced books.  The IEP is essential for NIMAC access.  If you have any additional questions about membership, please feel free to contact our membership team at bookshare.org/contact us.  You can find that on our website at the far top right corner.
And I also encourage you to go through our additional online learning guides.  We have several more available on our training page which you can find in our help section.  These learning guides include:  What is Bookshare XE "Bookshare" ?  How do I sign up my school?  How do I add members and sponsors?  How do I search for and download books?  How do I read with Read Out Loud XE "Loud"  and Victor Reader Soft XE "Victor Reader Soft" ?  And how do I access additional resources?  So I encourage you to take a look at those and please contact us with additional questions.  Thanks very much and enjoy.
